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On July 18, Bolivian President Gonzalo Sanchez de Lozada extended the state of siege for another
90 days. The measure was first imposed on April 18 after months of protests and clashes with labor,
teachers, and coca growers opposed to government policies. The opposition immediately called the
measure dictatorial, and said it was only taken in deference to US demands to get tough with the
coca growers, as part of the US "war" on drug trafficking. Extensive eradication of coca fields and a
new bilateral extradition treaty were conditions set by the US last March for continued economic aid
to Bolivia. In extending the state of siege, Sanchez de Lozada cited the continued clashes with coca
growers and other sectors opposed to his policies.
During the past three months, despite the imposition of the state of siege, government employees,
teachers, health workers, and employees of the public utility companies have carried out at least
50 work stoppages to protest government privatization plans, to demand higher salaries, and to
protest US-imposed forced eradication of coca fields (see NotiSur, 04/28/95 and 05/12/95). However,
the most volatile protests have been by the coca growers. For months, growers in the Chapare, the
country's major coca-growing area where the government has concentrated efforts to eradicate coca
fields, have demonstrated against the government's policy. In addition, a July 14 meeting in the
Chapare to plan protests over forced eradication of illegal coca fields in the Isiboro-Secure National
Park led to the arrest of more than 100 growers, including Evo Morales, leader of the organized coca
growers.
During protests following the arrests, at least one person was killed and 21 were wounded. Among
the complaints by the coca growers in the Isiboro- Secure region is that they did not receive
compensation, since the government considers the fields illegal. Most coca growers in that area
are displaced miners from Oruro and Potosi who have turned to coca growing in the wake of the
closure of most of the country's tin mines in the 1980s. After the weekend's violence, Sanchez
de Lozada issued the decree extending the state of siege, which suspends most civil rights, bans
demonstrations, imposes a curfew in some areas, and grants authorities sweeping powers of arrest.
Opposition political and church leaders and national labor unions called the extension illegal and
called on union members and citizens' groups to resist it. The powerful union confederation Central
Obrero Boliviano (COB) called the extension "a new government violation of the most fundamental
human and constitutional rights," and called for a "general and permanent mobilization" by
its members. Some opposition congressional deputies as well as legal experts also questioned
the constitutionality of the action by Sanchez de Lozada, saying he was required to obtain prior
approval from Congress before extending the state of siege. Opposition deputy Fernando Kieffer
called the move "a coup against democracy," and said congressional opponents would appeal to
the Supreme Court to declare the decree unconstitutional. But deputy Miguel Urioste insisted
the extension was necessary "because of the tensions in the coca-growing area of Isiboro Secure,
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where campesinos refuse to abide by the laws prohibiting the cultivation of coca leaf in those areas."
After a grueling 36-hour debate, Congress led by delegates from the governing Movimiento Bolivia
Libre (MBL) approved the extension on July 21. However, opposition sectors vowed to continue
protests despite the state of siege. A 24-hour national strike, called for July 25 by the COB, shut
down educational institutions, health services, and mines, but otherwise went largely unnoticed
except for the massive display of security forces. In addition, 15 civic leaders in Santa Cruz began a
hunger strike on July 24, protesting the government's decentralization plans.
Many critics blame present Bolivian unrest on the US for imposing rigid demands on the Sanchez
de Lozada administration to adhere to US drug policies. Last March, the US set several conditions
for the continuation of US economic aid, including signing a new extradition treaty and successfully
eradicating 1,750 ha of coca fields before June 30. Furthermore, the US threatened to block any
funding from international lending agencies if Bolivia did not comply with its mandates. The
government announced in mid-June that it had successfully completed the eradication goal. Under
the government program, each campesino receives US$2,500 per ha that is eradicated. The program
will continue, although Sanchez de Lozada insists that the fight against drug trafficking must be a
multilateral one, using a principle of corresponsibility between producing and consuming countries.
In addition to meeting the eradication goals, a new extradition treaty was signed on June 27 by
Bolivian Foreign Minister Antonio Aranibar and US Ambassador to Bolivia Curtis Kamman.
The treaty provides for the extradition of persons suspected of "illegal trafficking in controlled
substances, terrorism, activities related to organized crime, and trafficking in historical or
archaeological artifacts." The treaty must be ratified by the US Senate and the Bolivian Congress
before going into effect. Bolivia's Permanent Human Rights Assembly (APDHB) called on the
legislature to not ratify the treaty, saying it left open the possibility for serious abuses, including the
persecution of political opponents and the extradition of persons who have not committed crimes in
the US.
"The only beneficiary of this treaty is the US," said APDHB president Waldo Albarracin, "because
at its core is the same repression of drug trafficking with all the implications and illegalities that
are committed under that pretext." The APDHB concerns were supported in a recent report by the
New York-based human rights organization Americas Watch, which said that many abuses occur in
Bolivia in the name of fighting drug trafficking. It also said that Bolivia is the only Latin American
country that allows US military to participate in anti-drug operations and said the US military shares
in the responsibility for human rights abuses such as "arbitrary arrests, abusive interrogations,
unlawful seizure of goods, and lengthy detentions without trial." However, Minister of Government
Carlos Sanchez Berzain denied the accusations, saying that Bolivia is "a democratic country with
a profound respect for human rights." After its demands were met, the US promptly ratified the
recertification of Bolivia on July 1, which will allow the flow of aid to continue.
Nevertheless, despite Bolivia's compliance with US demands, the commander of the Bolivian
anti-drug police, Simon Sejas Tordoya, said fulfillment of the eradication goals has reduced
neither cocaine production nor availability. As criticism of Sanchez de Lozada's actions
increased, the president emphasized that he does not plan to close Congress, nor to carry out
a "Fujimorazo" (referring to the closure of Congress and dissolution of civil rights by Peruvian
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President Alberto Fujimori in 1992). However, Sanchez de Lozada also said that demonstrations,
hunger strikes, and other pressure tactics are unacceptable. "If people act according to law, they will
not need to alter their normal rhythm of activities...Nevertheless, we will be very alert to see that no
human rights abuses occur." (Sources: Notimex, 07/17/95; Agence France-Presse, 06/17/95, 06/22/95,
06/27/95, 06/29/95, 07/01/95, 07/12/95, 07/15/95, 07/20-23/95, 07/25/95; Reuter, 06/15/95, 07/18/95,
07/22/95, 07/24-26/95; Associated Press, 07/26/95)
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